


 

 

Dear Students, 

 You will be required to complete a Reading activity using either the novel you 

are currently reading at home or by reading a comprehension selection. The purpose 

of this assignment is to have you dig deeper into your reading through reflection and 

critical thinking.  

The reading response journal will ask you will complete a reading response from 

your Reading Response Menu. The second assignment will ask you to use Close 

reading strategies. For both assignments, you must use evidence from your 

novel/book to support your thinking. You may type or write your responses. If you type 

your response, please email or share it with afreedman1@crsd.org.  

Below is the schedule of when your reading journals are due. They are due on 

Tuesdays. You will have two weeks to complete a Reading Response Journal and one 

week to answer comprehension questions. Please refer to the sheet and make sure 

your response journal is completed on time. A late journal will result in a missed 

assignment and recess time to complete it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Reading and Writing!! 

Mrs. Freedman 

mailto:afreedman1@crsd.org


 

 

Assignment 1: Tuesday, December 11th 

 

Assignment 2: Tuesday, December 18th (parts 1 and 2) 

 

Assignment 3:  Tuesday, January 15th  

 

Assignment 4:  Tuesday, January 22th (parts 1 and 2) 

 

Assignment 5:  Tuesday, February 5th  

 

Assignment 6:  Tuesday, February 12th 

  



 

Reading Response Menu 

Directions: Select a response question that connects with the genre of the book you are reading at 

home. Write a strong response to the question using complete sentences, spelling, capitalization, and 

punctuation.  

 
1. Explain the theme of what 

you are reading. Use 

examples from the text to 

support your answer. 

 

2. Describe a conflict from the 

story you are reading. Explain 

its resolution or how you think 

it will be resolved. 

3. How does the main 

character treat the other 

characters in the story? What 

does that show you about 

the main character? 

4. Describe the most important 

event. Give at least 3 reasons 

why you think it’s the most 

important event.  

5. Write a letter to one of the 

characters in the book. In 

your letter, discuss a big 

event from the section you 

read tonight. Use details from 

the text to support your 

answer. 

6. Discuss a struggle that the 

main character in your book 

needs to face. Do you think 

the character handled this 

struggle well?  Why or why 

not. Use details from the text 

to support your answer.  

7. Compare and contrast the 

text you are reading to a 

different story you have 

read. Give specific details 

from each story.  

8. How has the character 

changed so far in the book? 

What does this change so 

you about the character so 

far? 

9. Form an opinion about your 

book. Give at least 3 reasons 

to support and use details 

from the text to strengthen 

your opinion.  

 

 
1. Select a text or graphic 

feature that is important to 

the text. Explain how it 

helped your understanding 

while reading.  

2. What is the main idea of the 

text you are reading?  Give 

at least 3 reasons why you 

think it’s the main idea. 

3. Create a comic strip version 

of the text you have read. 

Use at least 3 text or graphic 

features in your comic. 

4. Write a summary of the 

section you have read. 

Remember a summary is 

brief and contains the most 

important ideas.  

5. Find and discuss a cause and 

effect relationship that is 

apparent in the section you 

have read.  

6. Describe the author’s 

purpose in writing the text 

you are reading. Use details 

from the text to support your 

answer. 

7. Find 2 things to compare and 

contrast in your reading. Tell 

at least 2 ways these things 

are alike, and 2 ways these 

things are different.   

8. What information is missing or 

unclear from the section you 

have read? What questions 

do you still have for the 

author? How would this 

information be helpful while 

reading the book? 

9. How has your opinion 

changed after reading the 

text? Give specific examples 

from the text to support your 

answer.  



 

An example of how to explain your thinking using close reading codes.  

Directions: Identify 2 reading codes used during your home reading this week. Explain 

the significance of the code (why you used it).  

Here are a few examples:   

A Package for Mrs. Jewls by Louis Sachar 

Reading Code My Thoughts… 
 
 
C – connection 
 
 

I have a connection with this part. One 
time, I decided to take the winter clothes 
up to the attic by myself. I had to carry 
a tub full of heavy winter clothes up a 
flight of steps. I remember falling 
backward from the weight of the tub. 
Then, I had to lift it over the ledge. I 
prayed that I would not drop it and it 
wouldn’t push me down the stairs. But no 
matter how heavy it was, I would not 
give up…just like Louis.  

 
 

- I like this part  
 
 

I like this part because it made me 
laugh. I felt bad for Louis because he is 
so tired and now he has to wait until 
the spelling test is over to put the 
package down. Mrs. Jewls beats to her 
own drum and doesn’t worry about what 
others think.  

 
 
!  - this part is surprising 
 
 

I thought that this part was surprising 
and interesting. I love when we get to use 
computers in school, even if it is for 
typing papers or researching for projects. 
I thought the students’ responses were 
surprising, and it was interesting that 
they thought that a computer in the 
classroom means more work.  

 

  



 

Directions: Select a response question that connects with the genre of the book you are reading at 

home. Write the response number you selected. A strong response should have at least 10 sentences. 

Turn in your paper or share with afreedman1@crsd.org.  
 

Due Date: _____/ _____/ _____ Book: ___________________________________________ 

 

Genre: __________________  Response #: _____________ 
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Due Date: _____/ _____/ _____ 

Directions Part 1: Read the selection. Mark the selection with close at least 2 close 

reading symbols. Answer the comprehension questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

go on to next page 



Part 2: Explain your thinking for your 2 close reading symbols. (Hint: There is an 

example of this on page 5). 

 

 

Reading Code  My Thoughts… 
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Part 2: Explain your thinking for your 2 close reading symbols. (Hint: There is an 

example of this on page 5). 
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